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Abstract

The present study investigates a significant topic in the field of literature, namely Islam’s stance on poetry. The importance of
this subject lies in rectifying widespread misconceptions surrounding poetry within the Islamic tradition. Some have assumed
that Islam categorically opposed poetry, or that engaging in poetic expression is incompatible with Islamic teachings,
thereby discouraging Muslims from involvement in it. Conversely, others have adopted an extreme counter-position,
attacking anyone who defends Islam, and even alleging that strict adherence to Islamic law necessarily entails opposition to
poetry. The objective of this research is to correct such erroneous perceptions and to elucidate the authentic perspective
based on sound scholarly evidence. Employing analytical, historical, comparative, and descriptive methodologies, the study
seeks to arrive at well-founded conclusions. It examines the position of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be
upon him) and his Companions toward poetry, while also addressing related issues of thematic relevance. The findings
demonstrate that Islam does not inherently reject poetry, nor does it adopt an antagonistic stance toward it in its entirety.
Rather, Islam embraces a balanced position: it commends what is noble and virtuous in poetry, while condemning what is
false, harmful, or morally corrupt. In pre-Islamic Arabia, poetry occupied a position of great prestige among the Arabs. With
the emergence of Islam, poetry was neither dismissed as a discipline nor negated as an artistic and rhetorical form of
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expression. Instead, Islam explicitly rejected elements of poetry characterized by falsehood, slander, and the violation of
people’s honor and reputation, as well as frivolous and purposeless verse. By contrast, poetry imbued with beauty, truth, and
constructive influence was encouraged and appreciated within the Islamic framework.

Keywords: Literature, Islam, Pre-Islamic era, Poetry, Perspective.
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