International Journal of Linguistics, Literature and Translation
ISSN: 2617-0299 (Online); ISSN: 2708-0099 (Print) I]LLT

DOI: 10.3299¢/ijllt AL-KINDI CENTER FOR RESEARCH
Journal Homepage: www.al-kindipublisher.com/index.php/ijllt AND DEVELOPMENT
| RESEARCH ARTICLE

The Dialogue of Pessimism as a Linguistic Structure of Desire: A Lacanian Psychoanalytic
Reading of the Babylonian Text

L1 parl) &3 Belyd e &gl &y diogs p3LaII 9>

Wasim Khatabe, PhD Candidate, Comparative Literature, Ludwig Maximilian University: Munich,
Germany
E-mail: wasimkhatabe@yahoo.com, ORCID. https://orcid.org/0009-0001-6808-3418

| ABSTRACT
This study examines The Dialogue of Pessimism—presented here in the researcher’s own
translation—from a Lacanian psychoanalytic perspective. It argues that mythological and early
literary texts serve as spaces that reveal the early mechanisms of the unconscious as articulated
by Freud and Lacan. Through an analysis of the repetitive dialogue between the master and the
servant, the study demonstrates how desire operates within a closed linguistic circle that exposes
the impossibility of its fulfillment. Thus, the Dialogue of Pessimism is reinterpreted not merely as
a satirical or pessimistic work but as a linguistic structure embodying Lacan’s notion of desire as
metonymy.
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“Psychoanalysis has a greater contribution to make to the study of mythology than
demonstrating, in myths, wishes often encountered in the unconscious thinking of patients.”
(Arlow, P. 375).
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Accordingly, the myth can be studied from the point of view of its function in psychic
integration-how it plays a role in warding off feelings of guilt and anxiety, how it
constitutes a form of adaptation to reality and to the group in which the individual lives,
and how it influences the crystallization of the individual identity and the formation of
the superego. (Arlow, P. 375).

Lo .)MJ e e‘ )_C)H ﬁ\ Mbej)“ D)L,a_‘z.l\ e 4&.«)&\ ;\3.‘»; 4AJ..LQJ\ uO}QGJJ‘j _;\bl.w}“ Q\ .J..C L,QJ..\J\ uﬁj..bu cub\
HOloysral cxehl)9 (590 166) ye IS gedgn LSy -Mlie - 19,8 ind ey il G o) BT 88T 1,39 il oo
(8 .00) " il Sl 8yglandll c dslie B35le Sl &l (2013)
“In Freud’s argument there is an interdependence between myth and psychoanalysis” (p. 4).
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“[P]sychoanalysis can be introduced to different figures from myth-or to familiar figures in variant
stories” (Zajko and Ogorman, P. 7).
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“Psychoanalysis is imbued with antiquity in general and with Classical myths in particular” (Bar-
Haim, p. 601).
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1 Sigmund Freud

2 Jacques Lacan

3 Jacob A. Arlow,(1961) Ego psychology and the study of mythology.

4 Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis Ancient and Modern Stories of the Self, Vanda Zajko And Ellen Ogorman (2013).

5 Bar-Haim (2015) Classics and Psychoanalysis [Review of Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis. Ancient and Modern

Stories of the Self.
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“Obviously, Lacan did not say the same thing as Freud” (P. 267).
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“[T]he Oedipal moment as the moment of entry into language; the symbolic order” (Vanda Zajko
and Ellen Ogorman, (2013), p. 7).
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7 Mikkel Borch-Jacobsen, Douglas Brick, (1994). The Oedipus Problem in Freud and Lacan.
8 Dylan Evans, (2018), An Introductory Dictionary of Lacanian Psychoanalysis.
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“[11t may have been written during the second half of the second millennium” (Electronic
Babylonian Library, n.d.).
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“This piece, then, should be regarded as satire, .... The outstanding question is how seriously the
philosophic content is to be taken” (Lambert, p. 139).
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“The dialogue of pessimism, if it is to be taken seriously, takes the final step, declaring all life to
be futile, and suicide to be the only good” (P. 17).
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“Scholarly opinion is largely in agreement that the dialogue should be regarded as a semi-serious
composition, or as a satirical portrayal of the relationship between master and slave” (eBL, n.d.).
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“Eventually, the master asks what is worth doing, and the slave declares death as the only
desirable outcome” (eBL, n.d.).
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“Man’s very desire is constituted, he tells us, under the sign of mediation: it is the desire to have
one's desire recognized” (Lacan, 1999/2006, p. 148).
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“This is precisely why the unconscious, which tells the truth about truth, is structured like a
language” (Lacan, 1999/2006, p. 737).
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18 Ferdinand de Saussure was a Swiss linguist and semiotician, often regarded as the father of modern linguistics.
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“Desire is a relation of being to lack. This lack is the lack of being properly speaking. It isn’t the
lack of this or that, but lack of being whereby the being exists” (Lacan, 1988/1978, p. 223).
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[T]he subject seeks the object of his desire, but nothing leads him to it. Reality, inasmuch as it is

supported by desire is initially hallucinated. (Lacan, 1997/1981, p. 84).
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“Although it always shows through in demand, as we see here, desire is nevertheless beyond

demand.” (Lacan, 1999/2006, p. 530).
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“[E]very drive is virtually a death drive” (Lacan, 1999/2006, p. 719).
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And the death instinct is only the mask of the symbolic order, in so far - this is what Freud
writes - as it is dumb, that is to say in so far as it hasn't been realised. As long as the symbolic
recognition hasn't been instituted, by definition, the symbolic order is dumb (Lacan,
1978/1988, p. 326).
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“The possibility of a completely nihilistic view of life in ancient Babylonia cannot be peremptorily
excluded” (Lambert, 140).
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